CONTENTS

ACKNOWIEAGEMENTS ...vuiiiiii e e 11
FOreWOrd ... 13
Pl aCE. . e 15

THE FLOW OF REDEMPTIVE HISTORY 19

Chapter 1 Old and New
Not the Law of Moses.............
The Old Covenant...................
The New COVENANLE ...t

Chapter 2 Abraham and Christ.....ccevviiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiineiiinneeee,
The Promises—Initial Fulfillment ................cc..cccoeieeiienaniin.
The Promises—Ultimate Fulfillment
CRTISE e

Chapter 3 The Abrahamic Covenant: “Promise”

Promise.......ccccocooviviiiininn.n.
Immutable.............................
Unconditional
COTEAIN o.vosee e e e e e ettt
Chapter 4 The Mosaic Covenant: “Law” ...cccciiiiiiiiinnneniiecnnnns 51
Blessings and Curses
Law vs. Promise .....................
Why the Law TREN?.........oieiiiiiesiiieeesee e 57
PromisSe VS. LAW ......ccouuieuuieiseiis ettt 58
“Shut Up Under Sin”.........coiiiiuuiiiiiiiiieiiiie et 61
Chapter 5 The New Covenant: “Faith” ....cccvvviiiiiiiieinnnnnnnnnnnss 65
Promise FUIfIIIed .............ccouiiiiieiiiiiiasiiiiee e 66
Law Fulfilled ..........ccoovuuieeiii et 67
THe GIOTIOUS CFOSS ..ovvieeeieii et ettt et 68
Chapter 6 Principles of Interpretation.......cceeviiieiiiennneeseeecannns 71
SPITTtUAl REAIIIIES oovvvvviiisis ettt 71
New Interpreting OId ..........c.ooeiuiiiiiieiiiieiiee ittt 74
CRIISE EHE KEY oo oeveeeiee e et 75

Hidden to be Revealed....................c..couuiiiniiiiiiiiieiieiiieiieeieiieeei, 77



FREEDOM FROM THE LAW 81

Chapter 7 Not Under Law....ccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiioiooeseeensesessssssssssnes 83
THE CUFSC e e 83
BIeSSing ANd FAVOT........ccuuiuiiiiesiiseiiiseiee et 84
EXternal RUIES .........iiieiii e 86
Supply and Demand ...............cccoueeeuiiiiiieiiiseiiiseiiieeie e 88

Chapter 8 Listen to Him.....covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiinneeen. 93
A Prophet Like MOSES..........ccvueeuieeiiaeiiieeiieesiieesieeieeeieeeeeeesieaa 94
Prophet, Priest, and King ...............cccuuuuiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiseeeiiiiiiiiii el 96
LiSten 10 Hill . .oiieeiiiiiii e 97
God’s Final Word t0 Men ............cccccuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeie e 98
But I 8aY UNL0 YOU ..oouuiiviiiiieiiis et 99
Civil Nation vs. Spiritual NAGtion................ccooiveeiiiiiiiiiiaiiiiiiaiii 100
SIAVES VS. SOMS ..o 103

Chapter 9 The Least of These Commandments .......ccceevueeeennn. 107
LeSSONS fTOM EHE OX ..vvvveiiseii ettt 110
Applying the Old TeStAmMENt ..............cccoeveeeiiiiiiiiiiiiaeiiiiiiiiiiiiaeeeeiiil 113
Searching for Christ

THE LAW OF CHRIST 119

Chapter 10 The New Commandment ......ceeevvviieiiiinnneeeeeocanens 121
INEW COVENMANTL ...

New Example.................
New Creation.................

The Law of Love

Chapter 11 The Essence of the Law
The Law—Its ESSENCE .............oiiiieeiiiiiiiiiaseaeeiiiiinn
The Law—Wonderful and Terrifying
The Law—1Its AppliCations .............ccuuuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiseeeeeeiii e
The Law Written on the HEart ..............coiieeuuiiieiiiiiiaiiiiiiieiiaecin
THE LaAW Of MOSES ..ot
The Law Of CRVISE...ccooeiieesiie e et

Chapter 12 Love and Law...ccoeuviiiiiiiiiiinneeiiecosssssnsscsscossssnes 137
Love’s ESSential NGTUTE ............c.ueeuiaeiiaiiieeiiieaiie st 138
Specific COMMANAMENLS ............iieeiiiieiiiiieesi e 139

“Non-essential” Commandments.............ccuuueeuuiseiiieeiisesiieaiiiasiieeninnan, 141
CONMCIUSTON ...ttt 142



Chapter 13 The Centrality of Love ..cccvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieninnnes 145

Chapter 14 As I Have Loved YOU....oovviiiiinniiiiiiiiiinnnneiiecennnnns 159
Christ Our StAndard ................ccciiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e
FOLOWITG CRIISE..oevvsiiseii ettt
SEIVITG v e
Yielding Our RiGAES .....c.ouveveeeiiesii ettt
Accepting One ANORET ........c..ccuuuiiiiiiii e
Forgiving One ANOtRer............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiseeiiiiiiiiiie e

Laying Down Our Lives
Not Striking Back...................
Endurance.............................

HUMITTIEY oo

Chapter 15 “One Another” Verses

LOVE ONE ANOLACT . ...

Serve One Another..................

Pray for One Another..............

Build Up One Another

Be Humble Toward One ANOtREr ...............cccoiiiiiiiiiaiiiiiniiiiiinaeeiiin

Forgive and Forbear One Another ...........c..cccieiiiiiiiiiciiiinieiiiinaeeiin

Do Not Judge One ANother ................ccccuueuuuiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiseeeiiiiiinn,

Be Honest with One ANOtRer................oeeeiiiiiiaiiiiiieiiiiieeeiiieeea

Maintain Unity with One AnOther.............cccocuvveiiiiiiiiiiisaiiiniiineiin,

Be at Peace with One ANOtRer ..............c.ccovveiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiinaiiiiieaeciin

Show Affection to One ANOtRer..........c....couvuveiiiiiiisiiiieiiiieiiiieiiieanann,
Chapter 16 The Law of Christ .c.ccccvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinneeiiiennnn. 179

INO “List Of RUIES” ..o e et 179

The Outworkings 0f LOVE .......cc.ccuuuiiiiiiiiiaeiiiie e 181

Proving the Will oOf GOd ...........c...ccciiiuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeec 182

WHo KiSSEd ME7........ooeieieeiiiiiee e 184

Is Your Mother Still LiVing? .......c.ccooiiuuieiiiieiiiieiiseiiineiiiseiiiaeiiaeiiies 186

Life i1 e SPiTil......oieeeuiieeiiiee et e 187

“COPIOUS LAWS” oottt 188
Chapter 17 The Superiority of the Law of Christ..................... 191

COVOETNG .o 192

LUSE e 193

GIVITIG. ..o 193



APOStOlic Preaching............cceiieeiiiiiiiiiiisieeiiiiiiiiiie e 196

Christ CYUCTIIOA. ........oieeeiiiiiiiii e 198
Conviction by the Law of CRVISE...........cviiiiiiiieeiiiiieeiiiiieeeiiieeeiiinn 200

The Second MIle........c..cccuoiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e, 200
“Ordinary” CRIYISEIANS.........cuiueisie sttt ea, 205
Chapter 18 The Ministry of the Spirit—Part I........coeevviinnninne. 207
OId VS, INEW ...t 208
Letter vS. SPITIL ...cvuueiiieii et 209

The Ministry of the SPIrit .....c.c.oveiiuiiiiiisiieeiii et 211

The Fruit of the SPIvit .......ccouoiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 212

Chapter 19 The Ministry of the Spirit—Part II

The Vine and the Branches ..................cveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisieaeiiiiiiiinnaenn,
Beholding the GIory of CRFISE ......ccvviiiiiiiiiieiiieeiis e
Cultivating a Love Relationship ..............ccccccveevueavnnnn.

CSEFIVING” . oo

“According to His Power”

Sarah EAWards...........c..c.cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiii

Dirk Willems.................

HOWEII HATTIS ...
Chapter 20 Conclusion ...coveeiiiiieiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiieeeeisseeeennns 231
APPENDICES 235
Appendix A Key Concepts...ceiiiiiiiiinueeeiieeiiesssaneesssoosssssnnnnes

The Flow of Redemptive HiSIOTY ...........oieeiiiieeasiiiieeeiiiieeeiiieaeiiinnnn,

Freedom from the Law

The Law Of CRITISE.....cccouiieiiiiieeii e
Appendix B “God is LOVe” ...iviiiiiiiinneiiiieiiiiiinnneiiiccssssnnnnns 241
Appendix C “Civil, Ceremonial, and Moral” ..........ccoevviinnnnn. 245

The Law—A UNIE .....coocoeiiiiiiiiiiieie e, 245

Civil, or Ceremonial, or Moral? .............cc..ceeviiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiieainnn, 247

“The Unchanging Moral Law” ...............cccccuiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiisieeiiiiiinn, 248

CONMCIUSTON. ... 252
Appendix D The Lawful Use of the Law .....ccvvvvvvnnnnniiiiiiiinnns 255

L0ve 15 the GOGL .......cciveeiiiiiiiii e 255

To Convict the JewS Of Sifl......cccccouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiie e 256

T0 TeStify Of CRIISE...uuiieeeiiiiiiiies e 257

TO INStrUCE BEIIEVETS ..ottt e 258



Using the Law TOAAY ..........ccccoovuiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiiiee e 260

The Ten COMMANAMENES ........oieeiis e 261
Appendix E Frequently Asked Questions .......cceeevveviiiiiiinnnnes 265
1. Are we obligated to keep the Sabbath Day?...............cccc.cceeeveeeeennnn... 265
2. How are we to observe the Lord’s Day?..........c....ccoeeuvueeeeiiiisaaiiinan, 266
3. Is the Law “not too difficult” t0 0b€Y?............ocevviviieieiiiieaaiiiinaannnnn., 274
4. Is New Testament “law” made for a righteous man?......................... 275
5. Is the law of Christ a “higher” standard than the Law of Moses? ...... 277
6. Was the Abrahamic Covenant conditional or unconditional? ............. 278
7. Wasn’t the Old Covenant actually a covenant of grace?..................... 281
8. Is the Law a “tutor” to Gentiles as well as Jews?.............................. 287
9. Should we teach our children the Ten Commandments? .................... 289
10. What is the definition of sin, if not the Ten Commandments? ......... 289
11. What does it mean to have the “law written on the heart”?.............. 290
12. Were true believers in Old Testament times “born again”?............... 291
13. Why is the term “in-lawed to Christ” significant?........................... 293
14. Why would Jews think Jesus came to “abolish” the Law?................ 294
15. What does it mean that “the Law is spiritual”?...............ccceeevvv.. 294
16. Did Jesus only correct Jewish distortions of the Law? ..................... 296
17. How can love tell us that homosexuality is Wrong?.............cc...oeee.. 297
18. Is it wrong to eat foods containing blood? .................ccccevvveeievviini. 298
19. Is it WIONG 10 Gt LALLOOS? .o..vvieiiies et et 299
20. How does the New Covenant relate to infant baptism?..................... 301
21. What is the relationship between the church and Israel?.................. 303
22. Should Christians have as many children as possible? ..................... 306
23. Were “ceremonial” laws meant as rules of good hygiene? ................ 307
24. How does the “law of Christ” relate to “theonomy”? ............ccccc.... 308
25. Is the present-day teaching of “patriarchy” Biblical? ...................... 309
26. How does “the law of Christ” relate to “pacifism”? ........................ 310
27. Is it right for Christians to fight in ‘fust” wars, etc.?....................... 311
Appendix F Legalism vs. Lawlessness c....covvviiiiinnniiiiiiiiinnnnnes 315
OPPOSTIG ETTOTS 1ot ettt
Characteristics of Legalism
Characteristics 0Of LaWIeSSNESS .........ouvuiiiiesiiieeiiieeiiiesiieesiieesiiaesiaaan, 324
Appendix G Love in the New Testament ......ccovvveveeeiiiiiinnnnnnes 329
GOA’S LOVE ..o 329
OUT LOVE fOr GOG........ovviaeiiieiiiiesiie e et 334






PREFACE

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we
beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the
Father, full of grace and truth....For the Law was given
through Moses; grace and truth were realized through
Jesus Christ. John 1:14, 17

Christianity is Christ! It is not a system of philosophy or a
collection of timeless eternal truths. Rather, it is the story of how
God Himself invaded this fallen world two thousand years ago in
the glorious Person of Jesus Christ. The eternal “Word” who “was
God”! “became flesh, and dwelt among us”—speaking words that
had never before been spoken? and doing deeds that had never before
been done.? In the presence of His unique divine glory—‘“glory as
of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth”— the
apostles fell prostrate in awe and wonder. They then went forth
proclaiming, not their own philosophies, but the glories of the One
whom they had seen and heard: “What was from the beginning,
what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we
beheld and our hands handled, concerning the Word of Life—and
the life was manifested, and we have seen and bear witness and
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and
was manifested to us—what we have seen and heard we proclaim
to you also, that you also may have fellowship with us; and indeed
our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.”

With the coming of Jesus Christ into the world, such a light of
revelation shone among men that all former revelations now seem
dark by comparison. He is the “Sunrise from on high” who has

“visited” us.’ He is the “true light which, coming into the world,
enlightens every man.” ® He is God’s final word to mankind,’ “the
radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature.”
He is “the image of the invisible God”?; to see Him is to see the
Father.'’In Him “all the fulness of Deity dwells in bodily form.” !

John 1:1 2John 7:46 3John 9:32;15:24 *1John 1:1-3 >Luke 1:78
6John 1:9 7"Hebrews 1:1-2 3Hebrews 1:3 °Colossians 1:15 °John 14:9
1 Colossians 2:9
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In Him are hidden “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”!
He is the goal toward which all history moves.2

It is in the context of this all-surpassing glory of Christ that
John wrote the words quoted above: “The Law was given through
Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.” John does not
mean that there was no grace or truth in the Law of Moses; indeed,
there was. But in comparison with the absolute divine “fulness”?
of grace and truth found in Jesus Christ, the grace and truth of the
Old Covenant pale to insignificance. In the words of Paul, “For
indeed what 4ad glory, in this case has no glory on account of the
glory that surpasses it.”* Moses is to Christ as a candle is to the
sun. It is this reality that we must ever bear in mind if we are to
rightly understand the “law of Christ.”

Like Christianity itself, the law of Christ is Christ. It is not a
system of rules for men to follow. It is not the setting forth of a code
of wise behavior as in Confucianism or the teaching of a “Noble
Eight-Fold Path” as in Buddhism. Rather, it is Christ Himself, in all
the wonder of His perfect divine humanity, calling His disciples to

follow Him> and empowering them to do so by His own resurrection
life “working within” them.® The high calling of every Christian is
nothing less than to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ”!’

This book, then, is an attempt to capture something of the
unspeakable privilege of knowing and following Christ Jesus our
Lord, while the very “life of Jesus” is being “manifested in our mortal
flesh.” 8 Its chapters explore what the Bible means when it describes
Christians as those who “serve in newness of the Spirit and not in
oldness of the letter,”® and they seek to set forth the tremendous
liberties and great responsibilities given to us as mature sons of God.

What it means to “love as Christ loved” is an ocean with depths
that no Christian will ever fathom during this lifetime. This book
can only attempt to provide a basic understanding of what the
law of Christ is and to point believers to Christ’s resurrection

'Colossians 2:3 2Ephesians 1:9-10; Colossians 1:15-18 3John 1:14, 16
42 Corinthians 3:10 [Italics added for emphasis, here and throughout the
book.] “Matthew 9:9 ¢ Ephesians 3:20; see also Ephesians 1:19-20;

Philippians 3:10. “Romans 13:14 32 Corinthians 4:11 ° Romans 7:6
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life, which alone can empower them to “fulfill” it. Those who

adhere closely to certain forms of either “Covenant Theology”
or “Dispensationalism” or “New Covenant Theology” may find

some aspects of the book to be disappointing. Nevertheless, it is

hoped that all true believers will hear in its pages the voice of their

Shepherd calling them to follow Him more closely.

To aid readers in understanding the flow of thought, the book has
been divided into three sections: Part One deals with the unfolding
of redemptive history from creation to the coming of Christ, Part
Two with the meaning of the Christian’s freedom from the Law,
and Part Three with the law of Christ itself. Throughout this book,
many important Scriptures have been assigned to footnotes, and
these are placed at the bottom of each page for easy reference.
Several controversial issues are also considered in appendices, so
as not to obscure unnecessarily the book’s central theme. Some will
strongly disagree with the positions I have taken in this book. If you
are among those, I can only plead with you to study these appendices
carefully with an open mind before discounting the book entirely. In the
end, it is the Bible itself that must govern our theology, not the creeds
and confessions of men, however worthy and revered they may be.

As T have approached this subject,  have been aware again and
again of my unworthiness to deal with such a topic. How can we
even speak of “loving as Christ loved” without hanging our heads
in shame at the selfishness and coldness we still so often find within
ourselves? In light of this, one cannot help but echo the words of
Paul: “Who is adequate for these things?”! How thankful we can be
that though we are not “adequate in ourselves to consider anything
as coming from ourselves,” yet “our adequacy s from God, who
also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the
letter, but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life”!?

Lord, it is my chief complaint
That my love is weak and faint;
Yet I love Thee, and adore;
O for grace to love Thee more!

William Cowper

12 Corinthians 2:16 22 Corinthians 3:5-6
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